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	MASSENA PLANT

P.O. Box 460

Massena, New York

13662-0460


	



September 10, 2007
Chief, New York/Caribbean Superfund Branch

Emergency and Remedial Response Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region II

290 Broadway, 19th Floor

New York, New York 10007-1866

Attention: GM/Massena Superfund Site Project Manager

Re:
General Motors-Massena Superfund Site, Massena, New York
EPA Orders Index No. II CERCLA-20207 and 20215
-- Monthly Progress Report No. 184 for August 2007
Dear Ms. Anne Kelly:

Enclosed please find two copies of the Monthly Progress Report relating to the activities performed during the month of August 2007, in conformance with the Unilateral Administrative Orders for both operable units of the General Motors Massena Superfund Site.

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding the contents of the Progress Report, please contact me at (315) 764-2233 or Jim Hartnett at (315) 463-2391.

Sincerely,

Douglas C. Premo

GM Project Coordinator

Enclosure: Analytical Tables

I.
Compliance Activities Completed for the Period (August 1 through August 31, 2007)

Raquette River

During the month of August, Outfall 002 (Raquette River) was not sampled due to lack of rainfall and stormwater runoff during the month.

Groundwater Controls
GM is re-evaluating the groundwater remedy for the site.  The re-evaluation is being based on an assessment of the validated analytical results from the November, 2006 and May, 2007 groundwater sampling analytical results.  
Access continues to be denied to eight monitoring wells located on private property on the St. Regis Mohawk Property. On September 25, 2006, GM submitted the draft Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) to USEPA for approval.  GM is awaiting approval from USEPA of this plan.
Mohawk Uplands Soils
On August 2, 2007, USEPA approved the Mohawk Uplands Remedial Action Work Plan.  Work associated with the Mohawk Uplands Remedial Action began on August 13, 2007 with a kick-off meeting for the project.  People attending the meeting (via the telephone or in person) included representatives from GM, ARCADIS BBL (engineering oversight), Perras Environmental Controls (remedial construction contractor), USEPA, EarthTech (USEPA oversight), SRMT Environmental Division, and WCT Surveyors. Project components discussed at the meeting included project objectives, onsite personnel, contractor mobilization, site controls, material excavation and transportation, site restoration, environmental monitoring, health & safety, and project schedule. 
The first week of activities (August 13 thru August 17) consisted of mobilization and set-up of equipment, installation of access gate to the SRMT property, staking and surveying the excavation limits of the five removal areas, baseline high volume PCB air monitoring, clearing of vegetation from the removal areas and access road, and construction of a gravel access road to the removal areas.  A total of 4 high volume PCB baseline air samples were collected during the week at two downwind air monitoring stations.  Perras mobilized a vacuum truck and a water storage tank to the site as contingencies for stormwater management for the project.
During the second week of activities (August 20 thru August 24), Perras completed excavation and transfer of impacted materials from removal areas 4, 3, 2, and 1.  Excavated materials were transported to the East Disposal Area on GM property. Environmental air monitoring began for project and consisted of particulate dust monitoring, as well as low and high volume PCB air sampling.  The excavation of each removal area was followed immediately by verification soil sampling with both side wall and bottom samples being collected.  By August 24, 2007, analytical results for removal areas 4, 3, 2, and one-half of removal area 1 were received and all results were below the soil cleanup level of 1.0 mg/kg PCBs. As the passing analytical results were received, Perras began backfilling these removal areas with silty clay material.      
During the third week of activities (August 27 thru August 30), Perras completed clearing and building an access road to removal area 5.  Analytical results from the second-half of removal area 1 were received and all results were below the soil cleanup level of 1.0 mg/kg PCBs. Following excavation of impacted materials from removal area 5, 8 out of 11 soil analytical results for PCBs are less than the 1.0 mg/kg PCB clean-up level, but 3 locations failed the criteria.  Perras re-excavated a total of approximately 18 cubic yards around these 3 areas. Additional soil cleanup verification samples were collected and sent for analysis of PCBs following the re-excavations. 
By Friday, September 7, 2007, during the fourth week of remedial activities, all remedial and restoration work for the project was completed.  All final soil cleanup verification samples are less than the 1.0 mg/kg PCB clean-up level.  Preliminary analytical results associated with the project are provided in Section II-Analytical Data. Additional details with summaries and validated analytical for the remedial action will be provided to USEPA in a completion report.  
Access to the one remaining property of concern on the St. Regis Mohawk Tribal Reservation (the north parcel) continues to be restricted by the property owner.  The SRMT Environmental Division continues to attempt to resolve the access issue with the remaining property owner.
Cove Project
On July 30, 2007, GM submitted a memorandum to USEPA entitled “Proposed Scope of Work to Evaluate the Fish Consumption Advisory in the Remediated Cove in the St. Lawrence River”. 

On April 24, 2006, GM submitted the revised draft Cove Remedial Action Completion Report to USEPA for approval.  GM is still awaiting USEPA’s approval of this report.

Maintenance Activities

On January 26, 2007, the draft General Motors Site Inspection, Monitoring and Maintenance Plan (IMMP) was submitted to USEPA for approval.   

During the month of August, Outfall 004 (north of the Industrial Landfill) was not sampled due to lack of rainfall and stormwater runoff during the month.
During the month of August, a total of approximately 67,620 gallons of water (approximately 57,670 gallons from the sump northeast of the Industrial Landfill and 9,950 gallons from the containment cell areas) were transferred to GM’s WWTS for treatment. 
II.
Analytical Data

Analytical results received during the month of August for the GM Massena Superfund Site include the following:

· Table 1 – PCBs in Air – NIOSH 5503 Mohawk Uplands Project.

· Table 2 – PCBs in Air  - TO-4 Mohawk Uplands Project
· Table 3 – PCBs in Soil – Method 8082 –Mohawk Uplands Project
Results are presented in Attachment 1 of this report. 

III.
Project Tasks Scheduled for the Coming Month (September 2007)

GM anticipates receiving approval from USEPA on the Quality Assurance Project Plan, and the GM Site Inspection, Monitoring, and Maintenance Plan, and the Cove Remedial Action Completion Report.
GM will initiate development and writing of a Remedial Action Completion Report associated with the Mohawk Uplands. 

IV.
Project Status, Delays and Recovery Plans

In order to provide better visibility of submittals under review, the table on the following page summarizes submittals made during the month, submittals responded to during the month, and submittals, which continue to be under review.
Submitted to EPA / NYSDEC / NYSDOT 
         Date    


- none -



Previously Submitted to EPA - Pending Comment or Approval

Industrial Landfill Final Design Report, Vols. I & II

Apr
27, 2001
Draft Cove Remedial Action Completion Report
Apr
24, 2006

Draft Quality Assurance Project Plan
Sept
25, 2006

Draft GM Site Inspection, Monitoring, and Maintenance Plan
Jan 
26, 2007

St Lawrence River 2006 Monitoring and Maintenance Annual


Inspection Report



Feb 
5, 2007

Proposed Scope of Work to Evaluate the Fish Consumption Advisory 
July 30, 2007


in the Remediated Cove in the St. Lawrence River
Comments/Approvals Received from EPA/DEC/DOT during the Month
USEPA approval of the Mohawk Uplands Remedial Action Work Plan 
Aug 2, 2007
NYS DEC approval of GM’s request to transfer stormwater for Mohawk

Uplands Remedial Action Project to GM WWTS

Aug. 14, 2007

_____________________________________________________________________________

1 copy (excluding plans or reports):

Chief, New York/Caribbean Superfund Branch

Office of Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II

290 Broadway, 20th Floor

New York, New York 10007-1866

Attention: GM/Massena Superfund Site Attorney

_____________________________________________________________________________

2 copies (or 5 copies if plan or report):

Emergency and Remedial Response Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II

290 Broadway, 19th Floor

New York, New York 10007-1866

Attention: Anne Kelly

_____________________________________________________________________________

2 copies (or 3 if plan or report):

Mr. Ken Jock




For Federal Express Packages:

Environmental Director



SRMT Environmental Division
St. Regis Mohawk Tribe



449 Frogtown Road
412 State Route 37



Akwesasne, NY 13655
Akwesasne, NY 13655





_____________________________________________________________________________

3 copies (or 3 copies if plan or report):

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

317 Washington Street

Watertown, New York 13601-3787

Attention: Regional Hazardous Waste Engineer – Peter Taylor, P.E.

Peter S. Ouderkirk, P.E. (1 copy)

Lincoln Fancher, Project Geologist (1 copy)

_____________________________________________________________________________

1 copy:

Beth K. Guidetti
New York State Department of Health

Flanigan Square, Room 300
547 River Street

Troy, New York 12180

_____________________________________________________________________________

1 copy:

Michael Cox- Project Inspector 

NYSDEC – Potsdam Sub Office

6739 US Highway 11

Potsdam, New York  13676

All Reports and Gov't Correspondence:

William J. McFarland



General Motors Corporation







Worldwide Facilities Group







Environmental and Regulatory Support







Remediation Team







Pontiac Centerpoint Campus - Central  







MC 483-520-190







2000 Centerpoint Parkway







Pontiac, Michigan 48341-3147

Phone: 248-753-5816

Thomas L. Arnett, Esq.



General Motors Corporation







Legal Staff

Mail Code 482-C24-D24

300 Renaissance Center

P.O. Box 300

Detroit, MI 48265-3000

Phone: (313) 665-4870 GM: 8-255-4870

Fax: (313) 665-4896  GM: 8-255-4896

Ben B Ippolito




General Motors Corporation






Manager, Communications
Mail Code 483-720-560

777 Josyln Road
Pontiac, MI 48340
Phone:  (248) 857-0290 GM: 8-237-0290
Fax:  (248) 857-0045  GM: 8-237-0045

Douglas C. Premo
General Motors Powertrain Group - Massena Plant

Rt. 37 East, Box 460

Massena, NY 13662-0460

Phone: 315-764-2233  GM 8-344-2233

Fax: 315-764-2297  GM 8-344-2297

James F. Hartnett




General Motors Corporation




1 General Motors Drive STE2







Syracuse, NY 13206-1127

Phone: 315-463-2391

Fax: 315-432-5197

Joseph A. Detor




ARCADIS/BBL Environmental Services, Inc.




6723 Towpath Road, PO Box 66







Syracuse, NY 13214-0066

Phone: 315-671-9419

ATTACHMENT 1

Analytical Data

August 2007 Monthly Progress Report Massena 
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