
 

 
 

Worldwide Facilities Group 
Environmental & Regulatory Support 

Remediation Team 
 
June 27, 2008 
 
Mr. Nate Nemani 
Project Manager 
U.S. EPA, Region 5 
Waste, Pesticide and Toxins Division 
77 West Jackson Boulevard DW-8J 
Chicago, IL  60604-3590 
 
Dear Mr. Nemani: 
 
Re: GMC Powertrain Saginaw Metal Casting Operations, MID-041-793-340 

RCRA Corrective Action, LNAPL IM Work Plan 
 Request for Withdrawal of LNAPL IM Work Plan 
 Saginaw, Michigan  
 
General Motors Corporation (GM) is requesting to withdrawal of the LNAPL Interim 
Measures (IM) Work Plan submitted to U.S. EPA in December 2004.  The Work Plan was 
developed to address soils impacted with LNAPL in Investigative Unit (IU) B (Figure 1) at 
the Saginaw Metal Casting Operations (SMCO) Facility in Saginaw, Michigan.  Measurable 
LNAPL was last observed 7 years ago in 2001 at the location where LNAPL was initially 
identified, prior to the passive recovery that was performed between 2001 and 2003.  To 
date there has been no evidence of migration or expansion of NAPL related impacts 
beyond the area.  Therefore, GM believes that removing LNAPL impacted soils is no longer 
necessary in this area. 
 
Background 
 
IU B is the area of the former parts plant and was formerly used for machining and storage 
of engine blocks.  Extensive soil investigations were completed in IU B as part of the 
ongoing RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI).  Soil sample locations and the former area 
impacted by LNAPL in IU B are presented on Figure 2.  Boring logs for investigative 
locations in IU B are presented in Attachment A. 
 
Early in 2000, periodic monitoring was initiated at monitoring well MW-00305 to determine 
the presence/absence of product.  LNAPL was identified in MW-00305, and as a result, a 
passive recovery system was installed and operated between 2001 and 2003.  
Approximately 5 gallons of product were recovered during that time frame. 
 
In December 2004, GM submitted the LNAPL IM Work Plan to address soils impacted with 
LNAPL in IU B by excavation and off-site disposal.  The extent of the proposed LNAPL 
excavation was identified using the data from monitoring wells and borings installed in this 
area during RFI activities.  The horizontal extent of LNAPL was determined by the presence 
or absence of LNAPL in the borings and monitoring wells as presented on Figure 2. 
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On-going Activities 
 
Monitoring frequency at MW-00305 was increased in January 2006 with monitoring for the 
presence of LNAPL twice a month.  In August 2007, MW-00304 was added to the LNAPL 
monitoring program in this area.  On August 22, 2007, four additional monitoring wells 
(MW-00303, MW-00304A, MW-00304B, and MW-00305A) were installed outside of the 
previously observed limit of the LNAPL to provide points to monitor and verify the limits of LNAPL 
and monitor for any evidence of migration (Figure 3).  The four additional wells were also added 
to the twice monthly monitoring for the presence/absence of LNAPL.  Tables 1 and 2 present the 
results of the monitoring for the presence/absence of LNAPL for MW-00305 and MW-00303, 
MW-00304, MW-00304A, MW-00304B, and MW-00305A, respectively.  Since 2001, there has 
been no measurable product at any of the monitoring locations. 
 
Proposed Corrective Actions 
 
As there has been no measurable product identified in the monitoring wells in IU B since 
December 2001, GM believes that soil removal is no longer required and requests withdrawal 
of the LNAPL IM Work Plan.   
 
Please call me at 248-753-5799 if you have any questions regarding the request. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
 
 

Cheryl R. Hiatt 
Project Coordinator 
 
JP/ev/17075/3 
Encl. 
 
c.c.: George Bruchmann (MDEQ Waste Management Division, Chief) 

Terry Walkington (MDEQ Waste Management Division, District Supervisor) 
Rhonda Klann (MDEQ Remediation and Redevelopment)   
Dr. Lisa Williams (USDOI, East Lansing Field Office) 
Ray Ilkka (GM SMCO Environmental Dept.)  
Tony Thrubis, Esq. (GM Legal Counsel) 
William K. Steinmann, (CRA Project Manager) 
Rosanne Cadetto (CRA Document Coordinator) 
Pieter Booth (Exponent) 
Stephen Song, Ph.D. (ENVIRON International Corporation, Inc.) 
Michael Tomka (CRA) 



TABLE 1

MONITORING OF LNAPL ABSENCE/PRESENCE IN MW-00305
JUNE 2000 - PRESENT

SMCO FACILITY
SAGINAW, MI

Page 1 of 2

Date Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present

6/22/2000 584.54
11/13/2000 587.03 product in well

2/6/2001 588.34
12/1/2001 588.79 depth to product 3.39
1/8/2003 586.61

1/10/2005 588.50
1/2/2006 589.47 no
1/9/2006 589.07 no

1/23/2006 589.25 no
2/6/2006 589.43 no - but drops visible on water

2/21/2006
3/6/2006 588.03 no - but drops on probe

3/20/2006 588.70 no
4/4/2006 588.51 no

4/18/2006 587.98 no - but several drops visible bia 
flashlight on water in mw

4/24/2006 587.60 no - but a couple of drops on probe
5/12/2006 588.85 no - but several drops visible bia 

flashlight on water in mw
5/24/2006 587.91 no
6/2/2006 588.72 no
6/8/2006 587.58 no

6/21/2006 586.82 no
7/6/2006 586.87 no

7/24/2006 586.86 no
8/8/2006 586.36 no

8/22/2006 586.08 no
9/5/2006 586.49 no

9/18/2006 586.35 no
10/3/2006 586.75 no

10/19/2006 589.33 no
11/3/2006 587.88 no

11/20/2006 589.25 no
12/12/2006 589.37 no

1/3/2007 589.55 no
1/24/2007 588.28 no
2/5/2007 587.47 no

2/19/2007 586.78 no
3/13/2007 589.03 no
3/20/2007 588.00 no
4/9/2007 589.13 no

4/19/2007 589.33 no

MW-00305
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TABLE 1

MONITORING OF LNAPL ABSENCE/PRESENCE IN MW-00305
JUNE 2000 - PRESENT

SMCO FACILITY
SAGINAW, MI

Page 2 of 2

Date Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present
MW-00305

5/2/2007 588.40 no
5/15/2007 587.18 no
6/6/2007 586.70 no

6/15/2007 586.45 no
7/11/2007 586.36 no
7/19/2007 586.32 no
7/31/2007 585.93 no
8/16/2007 585.74 no
8/23/2007 585.64 no
9/10/2007 585.56 no
9/23/2007 586.12 no
10/3/2007 585.96 no

10/17/2007 585.67 no
11/26/2007 585.43 there was drops of LNAPL on the 

interface probe but it was of 
unmeasurable thickness 

12/5/2007 585.61 there was drops of LNAPL on the 
interface probe but it was of 

unmeasurable thickness 

1/2/2008 587.68 no
1/14/2008 588.90 no
2/13/2008 588.84 no
2/26/2008 -
3/10/2008 -
3/18/2008 -
4/3/2008 589.26 no

4/14/2008 589.52 no
5/1/2008 587.20 no

5/12/2008 586.74 no
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TABLE 2

MONITORING OF LNAPL ABSENCE/PRESENCE IN
MW-00303, MW-00304, MW-00304A, MW-00304B, AND MW-00305A

JULY 2007 - PRESENT
SMCO FACILITY

SAGINAW, MI

Page 1 of 2

Date Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present

7/31/2007 no
8/16/2007 no
8/23/2007 586.95 no 585.92 no 586.71 no
9/10/2007 587.04 no 586.60 no 586.73 no
9/23/2007 587.51 no 586.63 no 587.02 no
10/3/2007 587.37 no 586.82 no 586.96 no

10/17/2007 587.21 no 586.32 no 586.82 no
11/26/2007 587.09 no 587.27 no 586.67 no
12/5/2007 587.93 no 588.21 no 586.89 no
1/2/2008 589.95 no 589.15 no 588.85 no

1/14/2008 590.49 no 589.74 no 589.91 no
2/13/2008 590.64 no 589.91 no 590.01 no
2/26/2008 ice - ice - ice -
3/10/2008 ice - ice - ice -
3/18/2008 ice - ice - ice -
4/3/2008 590.25 no 589.48 no 589.78 no

4/14/2008 590.35 no 589.67 no 589.85 no
5/1/2008 587.83 no 586.99 no 587.69 no

5/12/2008 587.60 no 586.72 no 587.47 no

MW-00304MW-00303 MW-00304A
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TABLE 2

MONITORING OF LNAPL ABSENCE/PRESENCE IN
MW-00303, MW-00304, MW-00304A, MW-00304B, AND MW-00305A

JULY 2007 - PRESENT
SMCO FACILITY

SAGINAW, MI

Page 2 of 2

Date

7/31/2007
8/16/2007
8/23/2007
9/10/2007
9/23/2007
10/3/2007

10/17/2007
11/26/2007
12/5/2007
1/2/2008

1/14/2008
2/13/2008
2/26/2008
3/10/2008
3/18/2008
4/3/2008

4/14/2008
5/1/2008

5/12/2008

Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present Static Water Elevation LNAPL Present

dry - dry -
584.70 no 582.76 no
587.30 no 585.18 no
587.13 no 584.99 no
586.95 no 584.72 no
587.28 no 584.57 no
588.07 no 584.53 no
589.18 no 586.50 no
589.99 no 588.64 no
590.09 no 588.59 no

ice - ice -
ice - ice -
ice - ice -

589.87 no 589.30 no
590.05 no 589.65 no
587.70 no 587.19 no
587.44 no 586.47 no

MW-00305AMW-00304B
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CRA 017075Nemani3-TP 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

BORING LOGS 
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