
 

 
 
 
 

GHD 
651 Colby Drive Waterloo Ontario N2V 1C2 Canada 
T 519 884 0510  F 519 884 0525  W www.ghd.com

Permit Application 
EPA ID# 041 793 340 
RACER Saginaw Nodular Industrial Land – Saginaw, Michigan 

GHD Services Inc. on behalf of Revitalizing Auto Communities Environmental Response (RACER) has 
prepared the following cover letter to support the Joint Permit Application for the construction of an access 
road (partially within the 100-year floodplain) to RACER’s clay pile which is a portion of RACER’s Nodular 
Industrial Land (Site) in Saginaw, Michigan. The following Attachments are included as part of RACER’s 
application. 

Attachment A – Fully executed Joint Permit Application 

Attachment B – Maps and Drawings 

Attachment C – Photograph log of the North Ditch 

Attachment D – Easements and Other Permits 

Additional information has been provided for the following sections of the Joint Permit Application to 
provide additional detail where there is insufficient space in the application. 

Section 3 – Project Description 

RACER and GHD met with the MDEQ (Joy Brooks and Brian Rudolf) on July 26, 2016 to discuss the 
proposed work (construction of access road to clay pile). At the conclusion of the meeting, MDEQ 
indicated that based on the proposed work there would be limited to no impacts to potential wetlands 
on-Site and as such Section 12 (activities that may impact wetlands) of the application did not need to be 
filled out. In addition, based on the limited quantity of fill being placed below the 100-year floodplain 
(<300 cubic yards), MDEQ indicated that there is a one-time exemption for providing a compensating cut 
and that this would be considered a minor permit.  

Section 10A – Projects Requiring Fill 

The proposed work involves the construction and maintenance of an access road (approximately 1 foot) ft 
thick gravel, 15 ft wide, and 1,200 ft long). Maintenance of the access road will likely need to be performed 
during the course of the project and could occur over the next 3 to 8 months depending upon if work is 
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completed this year or needs to be completed next construction season. It is difficult to estimate the 
amount of material that will be required for maintenance in the area below the 100-year floodplain, but is 
expected to be no more than 50 cubic yards. As identified in Drawing 2, cross-section A-A’ there is 
approximately 183 ft of the 1,200 ft access road that will be constructed below the 100-year floodplain 
level. This equates to approximately 100 cubic yards of fill material below the 100-year floodplain. One 
other area was identified during the meeting that may require some grading and fill below the 100-year 
floodplain, which is identified by cross-section C-C’ on Drawing 2. Based on the contours in this area, 
construction of the access road in this area will be above the 100-year floodplain. Therefore, the total 
amount of fill to be placed below the 100-year floodplain is approximately 150 cubic yards.   

Section 12 – Activities That May Impact Wetlands 

During the Site walk on July 26, 2016, MDEQ identified that there were potential wetlands located in the 
vicinity of the proposed access road, however, impacts if any, to the potential wetlands would be limited 
and as such Section 12 (activities that may impact wetlands) of the application did not need to be filled 
out. Efforts will be made to avoid any activity in the potential wetlands. 

Section 13 – Floodplain Activities 

During the Site walk on July 26, 2016, MDEQ indicated that there is a one-time exemption for providing a 
compensating cut (<300 cubic yards of fill). GHD/RACER requests an exemption to providing 
compensating cut for the proposed fill (approximately 150 cubic yards) below the 100-year floodplain.  

Should you have any questions on the information provided or require additional information, please do 
not hesitate to call. 

Yours truly, 

GHD 

 
 
 
 

John-eric Pardys 

JP/kf/1 

Encl. 

cc: Dave Favero, RACER 
 Michael Tomka, GHD Services, Inc. 
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4 Project Purpose, Use and Alternatives Attach additional sheets as necessary.

Describe the purpose of the project and its intended use; include any new development or expansion of an existing land use.
Purpose of the work is to construct a roadway to allow access to the clay pile so that the material from the clay pile can be removed
and transported from the property by way of Outer Drive.

Describe the alternatives considered to avoid or minimize resource impacts.  Include factors such as, but to limited to, alternative locations,
project layout and design, and construction technologies.  For utility crossings include alternative routes and construction methods.
Alternatives evaluated included: Alternative 1 - use another source of material and Alternative 2 - use existing access roadway that
crosses railroad tracks and then haul road, which may als impact flood plain.

5 Locating Your Project Site Attach a legible black and white map with a North arrow.

Names of roads of closest intersection East Washington Road and North Outer Drive

Directions from main intersection to the project site, with distances from the best and nearest visible landmark and water body Proposed access
road to clay pile starts at the end of Outer drive approximately 1.0 mile north of the East Washington and North Outer Drive
intersection. The proposed access road is to be directed approximately 1,200 feet southwest towards the clay pile.
Description of buildings on the site (color; 1 or 2 story, other)
None

Description of adjacent landmarks or buildings (address; color; etc)
Property is immediately southeast of the GM Landfill and south of the
Buena Vista Township Sewer Department

How can your site be identified if there is no visible address? See figure 1

6 Easements and Other Permits

No Yes   Is there a conservation easement or other easement, deed restriction, lease, or other encumbrance upon the property?
 If yes, attach a copy.  Provide copies of court orders and legal lake levels if applicable.

List all other federal, interstate, state, or local agency authorizations including required assurances for Critical Dune Area projects.
Agency Type of Approval Number Date Applied Date approved /denied Reason for denial

MDEQ TSCA Coordinated
Approval (with EPA)

May  2015 Approved: March 29, 2016

EPA TSCA Coordinated
Approval (with
MDEQ)

May 2015 Approved: July 15, 2016

7 Compliance

If a permit is issued, when will the activity begin? (M/D/Y) Late Summer 2016 Proposed completion date (M/D/Y) December 2016

No Yes   Has any construction activity commenced or been completed in a regulated area?
 If Yes, identify the portion(s) underway or completed on drawings or attach project specifications and give completion date(s).

No Yes Were the regulated activities conducted under a DEQ and/or USACE permit?
If Yes, list the permit numbers

No Yes    Are you aware of any unresolved violations of environmental law or litigation involving the property?
 If Yes, attach explanation.

8 Adjoining Property Owners Provide current mailing addresses. Attach additional sheets/labels for long lists.

Established Lake Board
Lake Association

Contact Person Mailing Address City State and Zip Code

List all adjoining property owners.
If you own the adjoining lot, provide the requested information for the first adjoining parcel that is not owned by you.
Property Owner’s Name Mailing Address City State and Zip Code
Tri-Cap 2300 Veterans Memorial Parkway Saginaw Mi, 48601
Saginaw Wastewater Treatment Plant
Corvus International

General Motors LLC
Fahrner Asphalt Sealers
Freeway Property Investment LLC
Lake State Railway Company

2406 Veterans Memorial Parkway
HQ - 118 East Maple Road (owner of
2220 Veterans Memorial Parkway
300 Renaissance Ctr
2224 Veterans Memorial Parkway
PO Box 5908
750 North Washington Avenue

Saginaw
Birmingham

Detroit
Saginaw
Saginaw
Saginaw

MI, 48601
MI, 48009

MI, 48265
MI, 48601
MI, 48603
MI, 48607
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Attachment C Site Photographs 
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Photo 1 - View of Site facing south (towards clay pile) 07-26-2016 
 

 
 
Photo 2 - View of Site facing north (towards Hack Road) 07-26-2016 

- Area below 100-year floodplain 
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